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he petite white-and-red pitbull
terrier I'd brought home to fo5%

seemed just like so many ot
young shelter dogs I'd taken in. Dahliz &
affectionate, energetic and perhaps @ Bt
impulsive, but with a cuddly joie de ViV~
surely would make it all worthwhile. 5%
hard could it be to foster a deaf dog’
Over the next few days, she fr antical¥
humped my leg, persistently nipped and
pestered my dog Fozzie (despite his Jou :
Protests that had worked with all th Ok:
foster dogs) and generally refused 0%
no (or “Wait” or “sit” or “Stay”) for i ji
answer. [ began to wonder about this w
bundle of unrestrained energy- HOY .

¢
I communicate with a deaf dog t© te?
her better life skills?



As it turns out, deaf dogs and
blind dogs are as amenable to train-
ing as any dog, although their unique
abilities might lead to some behavio-
ral differences.

Dahlia’s hyperactivity, although
not so different from that of many
fresh-from-the-shelter pups, was
likely worse due to her missing audi-
ble signals from the animals and
people around her. Once we agreed
upon a language she could under-
stand, Dahlia was eager to learn and
one of the most tuned-in dogs I have
ever fostered.

All dogs are individuals, but
learning simple strategies to care for
them, communicate with them and
make them feel safe, we can help
them realize their potential as joyful

and well-adjusted companions.

w# Reward spontaneous eye con-
tact. You can't call your dog to get
her attention. But by giving her a
tasty treat every time she looks at
you, you'll get her in the habit of
checking in for further instructions.
!“_5 Use hand signals for all the
behaviors you’d expect from a
hearing dog. You can come up
with your own hand signals for Sit,
Stay, Leave It — even tricks like
Shake and Crawl — or find ideas by
checking with a deaf-dog-advocacy
group like the nonprofit Deaf Dogs
Rock in Salem, Va. (http://deafdogs

rock.com).
¥ Use a reward marker. Fans of
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clicker training know that the
clicker acts as a “marker” so the dog
knows exactly when she does the right
thing, The precise timing and unusual
sound of the click, followed by a treat,
accelerates learning. For a deaf dog, a
hand signal does the same thing. You

- SENSITIVE SKIN

For deaf dogs with predom-
inantly white fur and pink
skin, watch out for sunburn!
Minimize exposure to direct
sunlight, and put a sunscreen
for sensitive skin on those
noses and other bald or
nearly bald parts.
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